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Council  Offices, 

High  Street, 

Chesham. 
May,  1946 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1945. 

The  year  under  review  was  both  memorable  and  moment- 
ous. It  was  memorable  because  of  the  cessation  of  hostilities 
with  its  two  associated  victory  days,  namely  V.E.  Day  on 
the  8th  of  May,  and  V.J.  Day  on  the  15th  of  August: 
momentous  because  victory  brought  not  only  its  own  special 
and  immediate  problems,  but  it  also  brought  to  the  fore- 
front those  problems  which  the  nation,  geared  to  the  grim 
necessities  of  total  war,  had  temporarily  relegated  to  the 
background  for  a period  of  nearly  six  years. 

Of  the  special  and  immediate  problems  brought  by  victory, 
one  related  to  public  health,  namely,  the  provision  of  ade- 
quate arrangements  against  the  spread  of  infectious  disease 
in  the  community,  by  the  return  of  armed  forces  of  the 
Crown  to  this  Country.  The  rapid  release  of  our  own 
prisoners  of  war  from  their  prisons  on  the  Continent,  often 
infected,  and  their  speedy  air  transport  to  this  country  called 
for  special  arrangements  in  the  field  of  public  health.  During 
the  war  it  was  known  that  serious  epidemic  diseases,  such  as 
diphtheria,  small-pox  and  typhus  fever  were  prevalent,  not 
only  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  but  in  many  other  parts 
of  the  world  where  our  troops  were  fighting.  When  they 
returned  to  this  country  for  demobilisation,  having  them- 
selves become  contacts  of  these  diseases,  or  having  passed 
through  an  infected  area,  they  presented  a similar  problem. 
Of  the  many  tributes  paid  to  medicine  and  surgery  in  the 
treatment  of  disease  during  the  war,  it  may  well  be  that  not 


3 


the  least  of  these  has  been  the  special  emphasis  placed  upon 
the  value  and  importance  of  preventive  medicine. 

Of  the  urgent  problems  that  victory  brought  clamantly  to 
the  fore-front,  the  foremost  was  Housing.  Yet  it  would  be  a 
mistake  to  believe  that  the  Council  had  previously  been  idle 
in  this  matter.  Even  during  the  later  stages  of  the  war  itself, 
the  Council  prepared  its  plans.  In  fact,  since  1943,  the 
Council  has  given  this  matter  its  serious  and  detailed  atten- 
tion in  so  far  as  the  circumstances  permitted.  Indeed,  within 
four  months  of  Victory  (V.E,  Day)  the  Council’s  plans  for 
its  permanent  post-war  Housing  Scheme  had  received  final 
approval  from  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  before  the  end 
of  the  year,  despite  the  shortage  of  man-power,  work  was 
already  in  progress  on  the  preparation  of  the  site.  It  may 
also  be  worth  while  recording  here  that  originally  Chesham 
was  not  allotted  any  prefabricated  dwellings,  and  only  after 
strong  representation  for  100  of  these  dwellings  to  be  allotted 
to  Chesham  was  the  Council  granted  30,  which  number  was 
later  increased  to  35,  Work  was  begun  on  the  Chessmount 
Estate  in  September.  In  view  of  the  numbers  of  dwelling- 
houses  already  owned  by  the  Council,  the  number  of 
requisitioned  properties  that  it  is  responsible  for,  the  35  pre- 
fabricated dwellings  it  soon  will  assume  responsibility  for, 
and  the  numbers  of  dwelling-houses  already  arranged  for  or 
contemplated  in  the  Council’s  own  post-war  Housing  pro- 
gramme, I strongly  recommend  the  Council  to  consider  some 
comprehensive  system  of  Housing  Management. 

The  question  of  the  method  of  refuse  disposal  has  also 
been  under  review.  The  present  tip  at  Asheridge  is  con- 
sidered unsuitable  for  two  reasons : within  a matter  of  months 
it  will  be  filled  to  capacity  ; it  also  gives  rise  to  fly  and 
vermin  nuisances.  The  Council  has  accepted  incineration  of 
refuse  disposal  as  the  method  of  choice  for  the  District. 

In  my  Report  for  the  year  1944,  I dealt  for  the  first  time 
with  the  importance  of  Rat  Destruction  upon  a comprehen- 
sive nation-wide  basis.  The  world-wide  food  shortage  has 
added  poignancy  to  those  remarks. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  figures  continue  to  be 
satisfactory:  I have  referred  more  fully  to  this  matter  on 
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page  16  of  the  body  of  this  report.  The  percentage  figures 
on  the  31st  December,  1945  were  as  follows:  — 


5-15  Age  Group. 
95.8% 


0-5  Age  Group. 
95.6% 


I would  remind  the  Council  that  on  the  instructions  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  in  addition  to  the  usual  copies  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Board  of  Trade,  this  year  for  the 
first  time,  copies  of  this  Report  are  to  be  submitted  to  The 
Boundary  Commission  and  to  the  Ministry  of  Town  and 
Country  Planning. 

In  conclusion  it  is  once  again  my  very  pleasing  duty  to 
thank  my  colleagues  and  officers  of  the  Council  and  par- 
ticularly to  the  Council’s  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  their  active 
co-operation.  And,  finally,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 
may  I thank  you  for  your  willing  support  and  kindly  assist- 
ance throughout  the  year. 


I am. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  P.  EVANS 


{Medical  Officer  of  Health). 
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ARRANGEMENT  OF  THE  REPORT 
A General  and  Vital  Statistics 

Special  Conditions 
Area : Population 
Births  and  Deaths 

B Health  Services 

Ambulance  Facilities 
Nursing 

Clinics  and  Hospitals 

C Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

Water 

Public  Cleansing 

Refuse  Disposal  and  Salvage 

D Housing 

E Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 
Milk  Supply 
Meat  Slaughterhouses 

F Infectious  Diseases 


STAFF 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

T.  P.  Evans,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspector 

G.  E.  Brogan,  A. R. San. I,,  M.S.I.A. 

Assistant  Rodent  Officer 

G.  J.  Dobson 

A Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 

Population  11,030 

Area  (Acres)  of  District  3,489 

Number  of  Inhabitable  Houses  (per  Rate  Book)  3,310 

Rateable  Value  of  Area £67,621 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  Rate £262 
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The  Urban  District  of  Chesham  was  extended  by  the 
Bucks  Review  Order  of  1934  from  an  acreage  of 
1,357  to  the  present  acreage  of  3,489.  The  rateable 
value  on  1st  April,  1929  was  £46,915,  on  the  1st  April, 
1934  it  was  £56,528,  whilst  on  April  1st,  1946  it  was  £67,621; 
that  is,  there  has  been  something  approaching  a 38%  increase 
in  rateable  value  since  1929. 

The  population  of  Chesham  in  1921  was  8,534  ; in  1931, 
8,809  : and  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  for  1945  was 
10,700. 

The  product  of  a Id.  rate  has  increased  from  £216  for 
the  financial  year  1934-5  to  an  estimated  figure  of  £262  for 
the  financial  year,  1946-7. 


The  following  description  of  Chesham  is  derived  from  the 
Greater  London  Plan,  popularly  known  as  the  Abercrombie 
Plan : — 

“ CHESHAM 

is  a small,  intensively  developed,  old-established  market- 
town  in  the  Chess  valley,  tucked  away  off  the  main  roads, 
and  at  the  terminus  of  a branch  railway.  The  old  compact 
town  nestles  in  the  valley ; but  modem  development  is 
sprawling  up  this  and  other  valleys  and  over  the  adjoining 
High  land  ; it  is  in  great  contrast  to  the  unobtrusiveness  of 
the  old  town. 

" In  some  ways  development  exhibits  the  same  character- 
istics as  Wycombe  and  the  problem  is  similar  on  a smaller 
scale — pleasant  old  valley  towns,  not  noticeable  in  their 
effect  on  the  countryside,  and  originally  dominated  by  the 
physical  characteristics  of  the  surrounding  high  lands,  now 
bursting  their  bounds  and  pushing  up  and  over  the  valleys 
in  an  unpleasant  rash,  without  any  urban  cohesion. 

“ Chesham,  however,  has  not  Wycombe’s  extensive  indus- 
try. There  are  no  substantial  industrial  areas  and  few 
modern  factories  ; it  consists  chiefly  of  small  and  dispensed 
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buildings,  mainly  manufacturing  brushes,  boots,  shoes, 
clothing,  and  light  engineering  products  in  the  older  part  of 
the  town.  The  town  is  a happy  blend  of  agriculture, 
diversified  industry  and  residence. 

" Owing  to  contours  and  the  difficulty  of  fitting  develop- 
ment into  the  rural  picture  town  expansion  should  be  rigidly 
limited,  subject  to  an  allowance  for  the  relief  of  housing 
congestion  in  the  old  town.  Further  industrialisation  is  un- 
desirable, especially  bearing  in  mind  the  need  for  limiting 
the  town’s  size  and  the  restricted  distribution  facilities. 
Much  of  the  industrial  zone  in  Asheridge  Road  should  be 
eliminated,  an  allowance  only  being  made  for  possible  re- 
siting of  factories  now  in  the  congested  parts  of  the  town. 
Chesham  Park  should  certainly  be  retained  as  a permanent 
open  space.” 

Acreage  of  vacant  land  for  future  development  the  authors 
of  the  Report  suggest  should  be  132,  whilst  the  final  ultimate 
population  is  suggested  as  11,500  persons. 

Whilst  the  Council  accepts  the  principles  of  the  Greater 
London  plan,  it  feels  that  the  suggestion  that  only  132  acres 
should  be  used  for  future  development,  with  an  ultimate 
population  estimate  of  11,500  persons  is  unduly  restrictive. 
The  Council  suggests  that  approximately  440  acres  should  be 
permitted  for  future  development,  giving  an  ultimate  popu- 
lation figure  of  22,500  persons. 

The  reasons  for  this  difference  in  views  are  many.  So 
far  as  building  is  concerned,  there  is  much  land  that  by  its 
position  is  sterile  ; development  has  been  forced  along  the 
valleys  and  to  some  extent  it  has  spread  over  the  hillsides. 
Chesham  is  the  shopping,  industrial  and  social  centre  of  a 
dozen  or  more  villages  in  the  rural  area  surrounding  the  town  ; 
it  also  provides  the  livelihood  of  the  people  living  in  these 
villages.  Being  a blend  of  agriculture  and  diversified  in- 
dustry, Chesham  requires  a properly  balanced  population — 
it  needs  to  maintain  a prescribed  proportion  of  female  labour 
to  male  labour.  These  reasons  form  the  basis  of  the  repre- 
sentations made  by  the  Council  to  the  Minister  of  Town  and 
Country  Planning  in  the  ” Outline  Plan  ” which  is  at  present 
under  consideration  at  the  Ministry. 
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Births 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  16.5 

Birth  Rate  England  and  Wales  16.1 


(a)  Live  Births  : Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  77 

82 

159 

Illegitimate  ...  9 

9 

18 

(b)  Still  Births  : Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  2 

2 

4 

Illegitimate  ...  — 

— 

— 

Still  Rate  per  1,000  total  births- 

-22.1 

Deaths 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

• • • • • • 

14.1 

Death  Rate,  England  and  Wales 

... 

11.4 

Diseases : M ales 

Females 

Total 

1.  Heart  Diseases 

24 

13 

37 

2.  Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

7 

19 

26 

3.  Cancer  

11 

8 

19 

4.  Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

5 

4 

9 

5.  Bronchitis  

5 

3 

8 

6.  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

5 

3 

8 

7.  Pneumonia  

2 

3 

5 

8.  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

2 

2 

4 

9.  Other  Digestive  Diseases  ... 

2 

2 

4 

10.  Nephritis  

2 

1 

3 

11.  Diabetes  

1 

1 

2 

12.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

0 

1 

1 

13.  Appendicitis  

1 

0 

1 

14.  Whooping  Cough  

1 

0 

1 

15.  Syphilitic  Diseases 

0 

1 

1 

16.  Acute  Encephalitis 

1 

0 

1 

17.  Suicide  

1 

0 

1 

18.  Other  Violent  Causes 

3 

2 

5 

19.  All  Other  Causes  

7 

8 

15 

80 

71 

151 

151 
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{a)  Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  Nil 

(6)  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  ...  3 

Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  2 1 3 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  — — — 

Deaths  of  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  — 18.8 
Infant  Mortality  : All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  = 16.9 
England  and  Wales 46.0 

B General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area 

1.  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Laboratory  facilities  are  provided  by  the  Emergency  Public 
Health  Services,  Park  Place,  Oxford. 

2.  Ambulance  Service. 

It  is  once  again  a pleasing  duty  to  place  on  record  the 
splendid  services  performed  by  the  Chesham  St.  John  Ambu- 
lance car.  The  transport  activities  of  this  ambulance  are  well 
illustrated  by  the  following  figures  which  are  published  by 
courtesy  of  the  Divisional  Superintendent,  Mr.  E.  H.  Coles, 
26,  Cameron  Road,  Chesham. 


1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

(a)  Removals  to  Hospital 

652 

882 

1,139 

1,046 

(b)  Accidents  attended 

...  57 

70 

74 

61 

(c)  Military  Service  cases 

...  24 

39 

44 

25 

(d)  Total  

...  733 

991 

1,527 

1,132 

(e)  Mileage  

16,426 

17,194 

20,783 

18,382 

It  is  a very  pleasant  duty  once  again  to  thank  all  the 
officers  and  personnel  of  the  Brigade  who  gave  their  valuable 
services  to  the  town  in  such  an  unobtrusive  and  unheralded 
manner. 

3.  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Since  1944  this  service  has  been  provided  by  Nurse  Dentus, 
S.R.N.,  C.M.B.,  and  Nurse  Parry,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B.,  whose 
address  is  305,  Berkhamsted  Road,  Chesham. 

4.  Clinics  and  Hospitals. 

There  has  been  no  major  change  in  the  dual  services  pro- 
vided at  the  Germain  Street  Clinic,  viz.,  a Minor  Ailments 
Clinic  and  a Specialised  Service  Clinic. 
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Until  the  end  of  1945,  Chesham  had  available  the  services 
of  two  large  Emergency  Medical  Services  Hospitals,  viz., 
Amersham  Emergency  Services  Hospital  and  the  Ashridge 
Emergency  Medical  Services  Hospital.  The  latter  organisation 
has  now  returned  to  London. 

Since  1934  an  Orthopaedic  Clinic  has  been  held  in  Chesham, 
as  part  of  a scheme  fostered  by  Wingfield  Morris  Orthopaedic 
Hospital.  Throughout  the  war  years,  this  Clinic  continued  to 
provide  the  district  with  this  valuable  service,  mainly  due  to 
the  gallant  efforts  of  a small  number  of  voluntary  workers. 
With  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  it  is  hoped  that  the  monthly 
visits  of  a surgeon,  which  had  to  be  discontinued  during  the 
war,  will  be  resumed. 

The  Venereal  Diseases  Scheme  of  the  Bucks  County  Coun- 
cil have  established  clinics  at  King  Edward  VII  Hospital, 
Windsor  and  High  Wycombe. 

C Sanitary  Circumstances  in  the  Area 

Summary  of  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Visits: 


Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  806 

Dwelling-houses  257 

Dairies  42 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  9 

Farms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Butchers  49 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  83 

Bakehouses  15 

Milk  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Water  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Disinfections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Verminous  Premises.^  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Disinfestations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Cafes  2 

Cinemas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Interviews  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  219 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  174 
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Infestation  Order,  May,  1943. 

The  gravity  of  the  world  food  situation  is  now  such  that 
every  citizen  is  vitally  concerned.  Any  further  tightening  of 
our  belts  must  be  governed  by  conditions  over  which  we  have 
no  control,  but  preventable  waste  we  can — and  in  our  own 
interests  must — control.  It  is  not  commonly  appreciated 
that  25  rats  with  access  to  balanced  foods  may  eat  and  spoil 
more  food  than  is  needed  to  maintain  a man. 

It  is  with  these  considerations  in  mind  that  the  Ministry 
of  Food  have  urged  all  local  authorities  to  continue  to  spare 
no  effort  in  carrying  out  systematic  methods  of  rodent  con- 
trol. Chesham  has  a good  record  in  this  respect,  and  in  the 
past  twelve  months  the  Rodent  Officer  has  surveyed  and 
treated  3,811  premises,  with  an  estimated  kill  of  2,207  rats. 

It  cannot  be  emphasised  too  strongly,  however,  that 
without  the  co-operation  of  individual  occupiers,  particularly 
those  keeping  poultry,  etc.,  in  improvised  structures,  the 
chances  of  reinfestation  are  great. 


Water  Supply. 

Briefly  the  Undertakings  within  the  Chesham  Urban  Dis- 
trict are  as  follows: 

(a)  Chesham  Urban  District  Council  supply  a part  of  the 
district  which  can  conveniently  be  described  as  the  area  of  the 
Urban  District  prior  to  the  extension  of  boundaries  to  their 
present  position.  The  area  of  supply  is  1,357  acres  being 
approximately  40  per  cent  of  the  Urban  Area  (3,489  acres), 
but  it  contains  about  76  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of 
dwelling-houses. 

The  Council  has  continued  to  give  serious  consideration  to 
the  sufficiency  of  its  own  service  as  a Statutory  Water  Under- 
taker to  the  area  comprised  within  the  old  Urban  District 
boundary.  In  recent  years,  in  many,  if  not  most,  water 
areas,  the  water  level  in  the  underlying  water-bearing  stratum 
has  receded.  In  Chesham,  the  dry  state  of  the  boating  lake 
in  the  Park  is  referred  to  as  evidence  of  this.  This  recession 
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of  the  water  level  is  probably,  however,  only  one  of  the 
factors  involved,  and  the  matter  is  one  for  experts. 

(6)  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Co.  serves 
what  we  might  call  the  North-West  area  which  extends 
roughly  from  Chartridge  Lane  to  the  west  side  of  Vale  Road 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  district.  Within  this  district  in 
Pednor  Road  there  are  approximately  ten  dwelling-houses 
which  have  individual  boreholes  and  hand-pumps. 

For  the  past  three  years,  the  water  supply  to  the  Vale, 
Chesham,  has  been  a constant  source  of  inquiiy  and  dis- 
cussion by  the  Council.  It  must  be  said,  that  the  Council 
has  always  been  prepared  to  provide  a piped-water  supply 
to  the  residents  within  its  own  district  boundary.  This,  how- 
ever, does  not  solve  the  problem  of  a domestic  water  supply 
to  those  residents  of  the  Vale  who  live  beyond  the  Chesham 
boundary  ; the  problem,  therefore,  is  not  a straightforward 
one.  Realising  this,  the  Council  invited  representatives  of 
all  the  interested  parties,  including  all  the  Water  Under- 
takings, in  the  district,  the  adjoining  District  Council  and 
representative  experts  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  discuss 
the  matter.  This  informal  meeting  was  held  at  the  Town 
Hall,  Chesham,  with  a representative  of  the  Ministry  as 
chairman,  in  August,  1945.  The  responsibility  for  the  pro- 
vision of  a piped  water  supply  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Vale 
was  fully  discussed  and  placed,  subject  to  satisfactory 
financial  agreements,  upon  one  of  the  private  Statutory 
Water  Undertakers  present  at  the  meeting.  Owing  to  unfore- 
seen difficulties,  however,  the  matter  has  had  to  be  tempor- 
arily deferred,  but  there  is  now  every  expectation  that  the 
work  will  be  put  in  hand  in  the  near  future. 

(c)  The  Great  Berkhampstead  Water  Co.  serves  the  North- 
East  area  which  comprises  the  fringe  formed  by  the  difference 
in  the  two  boundaries,  the  old  and  the  new,  and  which  extends 
roughly  from  the  east  side  of  Vale  Road,  Nashleigh  Hill  to 
Lye  Green  Road. 

{d)  Amersham  and  Beaconsfield  Water  Co.  supplies  the 
southern  area  mainly  Bois  Moor  Road,  which  comprises  a 
very  small  part  of  the  district. 
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Generally  speaking  I am  satisfied  with  the  purity  of  the 
water  from  all  the  undertakings  within  the  Urban  District 
of  Chesham  both  in  regard  to  quality  and  quantity. 

Bacteriological  examination  of  the  water  supply  and 
chemical  analyses  are  frequently  made  and  copies  of  these  are 
to  be  found  in  Appendix  I.  The  supplies  receive  no  treat- 
ment other  than  chlorination  and  the  waters  are  not  liable  to 
have  plumbo-solvent  action. 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses  having  no  internal  water 
supply  is  small,  being  approximately  two  per  cent  of  the 
total  number  of  dwellings  and  many  of  these  would  have 
been  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Acts  but  for  the  com- 
mencement of  hostilities. 


Refuse  Disposal. 

During  the  year,  largely  on  the  grounds  of  public  health, 
and  also  because  of  the  difficulty  in  finding  a suitable  site  for 
tipping,  the  Council  accepted  the  principle  of  incineration 
as  an  alternative  to  controlled  tipping  as  the  method  of  choice 
for  the  disposal  of  refuse.  After  hearing  reports  from  other 
authorities,  the  Council  appointed  representatives  to  visit  the 
sites  of  other  Local  Authorities  dealing  with  refuse  disposal 
by  means  of  incineration. 


SALVAGE  RETURN  FOR  THE  YEAR  1945. 


Tons  Cwts. 

Ihs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper  

...  65 

16 

84 

432 

6 

8 

Scrap  Metals  

...  2 

2 

70 

7 

7 

6 

Textiles 

...  2 

11 

20 

25 

5 

8 

Bottles  and  Jars 

...  3 

18 

56 

15 

3 

6 

Bones  

... 

10 

6 

2 

12 

8 

Totals 

...  74 

19 

12 

£482 

16 

0 

D Housing 
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In  common  with  most  authorities  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
the  Housing  situation,  with  the  associated  problem  of  over- 
crowding, is  acute  ; this  may  be  attributed  to  three  factors; 

(a)  Cessation  of  normal  building  activities  during  the  war 
years. 

(b)  The  natural  increase,  both  in  number  and  size  of 
families  during  these  years. 

(c)  Persons  evacuated  to  the  district,  who  now  find  that 
they  are  unable  to  be  accommodated  in  the  district 
from  which  they  were  removed. 

On  the  other  hand,  good  progress  has  been  made  with  the 
development  of  the  sites  for  the  erection  of  197  permanent 
houses  which  form  the  first  part  of  the  Council’s  post-war 
schemes. 

In  addition,  35  prefabricated  dwellings  have  been  received 
and  are  in  course  of  erection.  These  should  all  be  available 
shortly  after  the  time  of  writing  this  report. 

E Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

(a)  Milk. 

As  a further  development  of  the  Rationalisation  Scheme 
of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  a number  of  retailers  have  merged 
into  one  business.  This  has  reduced  the  number  of  milk 
retailers  in  the  district  to  four. 

There  remain  nine  producers  of  milk  on  the  register.  One 
producer  is  registered  as  a producer  of  Tuberculin  Tested 
milk  and  two  others  as  Accredited  Producers.  Regular 
samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  and  submitted  for 
examination,  the  results  being  generally  satisfactory. 

Cowshed  and  dairy  premises  continue  to  be  well  main- 
tained. 
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(6)  Slaughterhouses. 

The  centralisation  of  the  slaughter  of  cattle  and  sheep 
continues  to  be  carried  out  at  the  Co-operative  Slaughterhouse 
and  gives  entire  satisfaction. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  responsible  for  all  food  inspection, 
and  during  the  year  made  806  visits  for  this  purpose. 

Number  of  Animals  Killed. 

Bulls  Beasts  Cows  Calves  Sheep  Pigs 

22  1,389  254  1,278  4,799  36 

(c)  Condemned  Foodstuffs. 

Beef  14,180  lbs. 

Mutton  108  lbs. 

Pork  208  lbs. 

Sausages  39  lbs. 

Jam  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  105  lbs. 

Suet  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 lbs. 

Sugar  12  lbs. 

Rusk  224  lbs. 

Butter  2 lbs. 

Wet  Fish  70  lbs. 

Cheese  22 J lbs. 

Oats  4 lbs. 

Marmalade 28  lbs. 

Potatoes  672  lbs. 

Cocoa  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  335  lbs. 

Dates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  184  lbs. 

Bacon  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  lbs. 

Pickles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 lbs. 

Pudding  Mixture  36  lbs. 

Dry  Goods  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ••.  96  pkts. 

Eggs  1,520 
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Tinned  Goods. 


Meat 

Fish 

Milk 

Beans 

Soup 

Peas 

Luncheon  Meat 
Sausage  Meat 
Fruit 


84  tins 


111 

239 

52 

27 

44 

35 

10 

63 


f i 

t f 

f i 

> f 

f > 

y y 

y y 

y y 


F Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  Diseases 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  facilities  at  the  County  Council  Clinic  in  Germain 
Street,  together  with  the  invaluable  assistance  of  the  County 
Health  Visitors,  Nurses  Lyal  and  Tanton,  have  continued  to 
be  at  our  disposal. 

As  in  1944,  a house-to-house  survey  was  undertaken  of 
those  homes  where  it  was  known  that  there  were  children  in 
the  vulnerable  0-5  group  who  had  not  been  immunised. 

There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  in  Chesham  during  the 
year  under  review. 

Set  out  below  is  an  analysis  of  immunisation  figures  since 
the  introduction  of  the  campaign  in  1941. 


Immunisation  in  Relation  to  Child  Population. 

Number  of  children  who  had  completed  a full  course  of 
immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  31st  December,  1945: 


Age  at  31/12/45 

under  1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 to  9 

10  to  14 

Total 

i.e.  Dorn  in  year  . . 

1945 

1944 

1943 

1942 

1941 

1936-40 

1931-35 

under  15 

Number  immunised  . . 

14 

55 

81 

122 

177 

473 

739 

1212 

Estimated  Mid-year 
population  1945  .. 

, 

812 

1,560 
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Notifiable  Diseases 


Disease. 

Cases  Notified. 

Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 



11 

Nil 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Nil 

Measles  . . 

195 

2 

Nil 

Erysipelas 

— 

1 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

18 

— 

Nil 

Dysentery 

3 

— 

Nil 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  . . 

1 

1 

Nil 

Brucella  Abortus 

1 

— 

Nil 

Tuberculosis 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1-5 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5-15 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-25 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55-65 

Total 

6 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 
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Appendix  I. 


The  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories, 

91,  Queen  Victoria  Street, 

LONDON,  E.C.4. 

Ref.:  T/NR/69.  17th  April,  1945. 

ANALYSIS  OF  A SAMPLE  OF  WATER  received  on  11th  April,  1945, 

from  CHESHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Labelled  : Borehole  at  Waterworks Date:  10.4.45 10.45  a.m. 

Taken  by  Mr.  F.  Evans.  Witness:  A.  Reading.  Signed:  G.  E.  Gibson. 


Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  100,000. 


Appearance 

Colour  

Odour  

Reaction  pH  

Free  Carbonic  Acid 

Electric  Conductivity  at  20®  C 

Total  Solids,  dried  at  180“  C 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate 

Hardness:  Total  25.0 Temporary  21.0 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrites 

Free  Ammonia  

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  

Albuminoid  Ammonia  

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  

Oxygen  Absorbed  in  4 hrs.  at  27®  C 

Metals  

Free  chlorine  reaction 


Clear  and  bright. 

N ormal 

Nil 

Neutral:  7.1 

2.6 

440 

29.5 

0.8 

2.3.0 

Permanent  4.0 

0.36 

Absent 

0.0000 


0.0000 


..  0.000 
Absent 
Absent 


Bacteriological  Results. 

Number  of  “ Bacteria  ” growing  on  Agar  per  cc.  or  ml.  in: 


1 day  at  37®  C. 

2 days  at  37®  C. 

3 daj's  at  20®  C. 

0 

1 

3 

Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction 

Present 

Absent 100  c.c. 

Bact.  coli 

Present 

Absent 100  c.c. 

Cl.  welchii  Reaction  

Present 

Absent 100  c.c. 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  neutral  in  reaction  and 
free  from  iron  and  other  metals.  The  water  is  hard  in  character  but  not 
to  an  abnormal  degree,  contains  no  excess  of  salinity  or  mineral  con- 
stituents in  solution  and  is  of  the  highest  standard  of  organic  and 
bacterial  purity. 

These  results  are  normal,  very  satisfactory  and  consistent  with  a pure 
and  wholesome  water  suitable  for  the  purposes  of  a public  supply. 
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Appendix  II. 


The  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories. 

ANALYSIS  OF  A SAMPLE  OF  WATER  received  from  AMERSHAM, 
BEACONSFIELD  AND  DISTRICT  WATER  COMPANY 

Copy  of  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Analyses. 

Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  100,000. 

Appearance  Bright — few  particles  of  mineral  debris 

Colour  Normal 

Odour  Nil 

Reaction  pH  Neutral:  7.2 

Free  Carbonic  Acid  2.1 

Electric  Conductivity  at  20“  C 450 

Total  Solids,  dried  at  180“  C 30.0 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  1.2 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate  24.0 

Hardness:  Permanent  3.5 Temporary  22.0 Total  25.5 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  0.20 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrites  absent 

Free  Ammonia  0.0000 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  — 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  0.0000 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  — 

Oxygen  Absorbed  in  4 hrs.  at  27“  C 0.000 

Metals Iron  : 0.003 Other  metals  : absent 

Free  Chlorine  reaction  absent 


Bacteriological  Results. 

Number  of  “ Bacteria  " growing  on  Agar  per  cc.  or  ml.  in: 


1 day  at  37"  C. 

2 days  at  37"  C. 

3 days 

at  20“  C. 

0 

0 

1 

Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction 

Present .*. 

Absent... 

...100 

c.c. 

Ra.et.  enli 

Present 

Absent... 

...100 

c.c. 

Cl.  welchii  Reaction  

Present 

Absent... 

...100 

c.c. 

This  is  a very  satisfactory  sample  of  raw  water.  It  is  clear  and  bright 
in  appearance  and  conforms  to  the  highest  standard  of  bacterial  purity, 
indicative  of  a pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for  the  purposes  of 
public  supply. 
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Appendix  III. 

The  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories. 

ANALYSIS  OF  A SAMPLE  OF  WATER  received  on  31st  October,  1945 
from  KICKMANSWOETH  AND  UXBRIDGE  VALLEY  WATER  COY. 
Labelled:  Great  Missenden  Pumping  Station — Raw  water  delivery — 
No.  3 Borehole Date:  30.10.45  3.30  p.m. 

Taken  by  E.  N.  Frith.  Witness:  G.  Bruton.  Signed:  R.  N.  Frith. 


Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  100,000. 


Appearance  

Colour  

Odour  

Reaction  pH  

Free  Carbonic  Acid  

Electric  Conductivity  at  20“  C 

Total  Solids,  dried  at  180“  C 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate  

Hardness  : Total  27.0 Temporary  22.5 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  

Nitrogen  in  Nitrites  

Free  Ammonia  

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  

Albuminoid  Ammonia  

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  

Oxygen  Absorbed  in  4 hrs.  at  27“  C 

Metals  


Clear  and  bright 

Normal 

Nil 

Neutral:  7.2 

2.2 

480 

32.0 

1.1 

24.5 

Permanent  4.5 

0.32 

absent 

0.0000 


0.0000 


. 0.000 
absent 


Bacteriological  Results. 

Number  of  “ Bacteria  ” growing  on  Agar  per  cc.  or  ml.  in: 


1 day  at  37“  C. 

2 days  at  37“  C. 

3 days 

at  20“  C. 

0 

0 

0 

Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction 

Present 

Absent... 

...100  c.c. 

Bact.  coli 

Present 

Absent... 

...100  c.c. 

Cl.  welchii  Reaction  

Present 

Absent... 

...100  c.c. 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  neutral  iji  reaction  and 
free  from  iron  and  other  metals.  The  water  is  hard  in  character  but  not 
to  an  abnormal  degree,  contains  no  excess  of  salinity  or  mineral  con- 
stituents in  solution  and  is  of  the  highest  standard  of  organic  and 
bacterial  purity. 

These  results  are  normal,  very  satisfactory  and  consistent  with  a pure 
and  wholesome  water  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 


Pagf  <S-  Thomas,  Ltd.,  Chisham,  Lucks. 
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